March 29, 2019
Dear Parents, Families, and Staff of St. Clement School,
As some of you may know, MPP Michael Harris and his assistant Emily McLaughlin visited St.
Clement School on March 22, 2019 to learn more about our request to rebuild our school, and to
tour the building while students were in class.
At the conclusion of his visit, he expressed how grateful he was for the opportunity to see the
school in person and made note of the dedicated community that exists at St. Clement School, as
was evidenced by the communication he received from families petitioning him for an approval to
proceed with construction.
Unfortunately, before leaving, he indicted that a rebuild for St. Clement School was not something
that would be approved given other priorities in the area and within the province. We also
received written confirmation from the Ministry of Education that our application was not
successful.
Moving Forward
As previously indicated, our facilities team has been working with an architect to scope out a full
renovation of the school which is proposed to take place over two years as follows:
Summer 2019:
•

•
•
•

New curtain wall foyer from the front entrance, including an elevator that will access all 3
floors. With this additional space we are trying to build a proper office, that is more
welcoming and has the principal’s office inside- this is still in the design phase.
Mechanical upgrades to the controls, water, and air distribution
Gym flooring
This project will run into the beginning of October, but no disruption to school start up is
expected.

To try and get an idea of what the outside will look like, we have attached a picture of St. Paul’s
entrance that was done last year. It would look something like this- but on a much larger
scale. It will give a much grander feel to the entrance, and will have elements of Catholicity.
Summer 2020:
•

•
•

Reconfigure the pod classrooms to a standard classroom format with a center
corridor. Remove all movable partition walls. All 8 classroom would get full upgrades,
floors, ceiling, millwork, etc.
Existing classroom that are not part of the pods will also be addressed as required
New roof top units for A/C and heating for the pods. Mechanical upgrades to boilers,
radiators, and controls.

During our open house there were some questions about the abatement of hazardous materials
during the renovation process (specifically asbestos). In discussing this concern with our
construction staff, I have been given the following response:
•
•

•
•

Our Facilities Department has carried out audits of all sites containing asbestos with the
assistance of third-party specialists.
Before construction begins, asbestos is removed following Ministry of the Environment
guidelines. This work is performed by contractors with the experience and qualifications
to complete this safely.
Before construction begins, air quality testing is completed to ensure the area is fully
remediated.
This work is carried out during the summer when students are not present.

At the open house there was also a question about grading on the property and an area of
pooling. This will be looked at separately by our facilities staff to see what corrective actions
need to be taken.
Please let me know if you have any questions about this work.
Respectfully,

Shesh Maharaj
Executive Superintendent, Corporate Services

